Buffalo Cursillo
June 2025 Newsdl etter

Our website has anew look! Check it out at https.//www.buffalocursillo.com/ Y ou will find dates and
information on Ultreya, Weekends, Reunion mass schedule, Newsletters, Applications, and much more.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Reunion Mass July 13, 2025 Southtowns Picnic, 532 Southshore Blvd., Lackawanna
Arrive any time after 2 pm, mass at 3:00. Bring a dish to pass, your choice
of meat. Grill available.

L adies|ce-Cream Social June 17, 2025 6:30pm at Christine Thomann's, 4290 Fireside Dr.,Clarece

Virtual Ultreya: Bethany Ultreya meets virtually on Zoom the 2" and 4" Thursday each
month. Thisisideal for those who cannot get out and those who have
moved out of town. Contact Lynn Lomanto for the meeting information;

(585) 409-4123

ok ek ke ok Please see Pg 9 of the newdletter for a completelist of events Rk ek ko ko

Lay Coordinator Report:

Lay Coordinator Newsletter Article June 2025
The Cursillo Weekend.

It al starts with “The Weekend”. Someone approaches us and tells us about this great experience that they
had called Cursillo. For some of usall it takesisthat first invitation, for others, it’s the relentl ess badgering
from one or maybe even many telling usthat it would be so good for us to spend aweekend away at this
thing called Cursillo.

So we go, perhaps enthusiastically or begrudgingly, and find ourselves participating in activities, Snging
songs, eating and packing on the pounds, praying, and listening to talks and presentations. Then at some
point during the weekend something happens, perhaps suddenly or slowly, and we are touched by the Holy
Spirit. 1t's an awakening, aremova of the blinders, arebirth, an enlightenment that brings usinto a
personal encounter with Christ.

But how does this happen? What makes “ The Weekend” work?

| found avideo called “TheWord Unveiled - A Brief History of the Cursillo Movement”
(https://lyoutu.be/v5s7Bk 7wRIY ?si=y3Z W] X-poL UOt5vw) which included this dide:
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4" Day Rest of Your LIFE

TOTAL SECURITY
CURSILLISTA BEYOND CURSILLO

CHRISTIAN ACTION “Know CH RIST
LIFE IN GRACE .
in others”
STUDY OF ENVIRONMENTS
END OF DAY SHARING

The LEADERS

OBSTACLES TO GRACE

Cursillo ACTION “Know CHRIST”

SACRAMENTS

Weekend

PIETY

ACTUAL GRACE ’ ,
LAYPERSON IN THE CHURCH Know Yourself

HABITUAL GRACE
IDEALS

Thursday — PRAYER ~ SILENCE - QUESTIONS

Herethen is“The Weekend”. Simple; Know who you are, get to know Christ, then take this knowledge
into our family, workplace, and parish (our environments) spreading the love of Christ to all whom we
encounter encouraging them to discover how much they are loved and treasured by Jesus through the
opportunity that we have had to live a Cursillo Weekend. The Weekend does the work, it’s our job to just
show the way.

Ultreya

Chuck Stephan
Lay Coordinator
716 817-3969
cstephan@twc.com

Spiritual Advisor Report:

As Cursilligta's, the Holy Spirit is always at work in us. But sometimes, when things go our way, we may
not even notice that it isthe Holy Spirit making it happen. It's likethe old funny story about a person
circling the parking lot looking for a place to park. He prays to the Holy Spirit to find a space. Suddenly,
just as he comes around the bend, someone pulls out leaving the perfect space and he pullsrightin. He
looks up to heaven and says, “never mind Holy Spirit, | got one aready.”

This past weekend we celebrated the official kickoff to summer with Memorial Day! Certainly, however,
this day is about much more than a seasonal marker. On Memorial Day we remember those who struggled
to allow our freedom to testify to Christ, often through our Cursillo movement. Archbishop William Lori
said, “In our Catholic Tradition, war is aways an utterly last resort, and its bloodshed is to be avoided as
much as is humanly possible. The [Lord said], “Blessed are the peacemakers’, .... Y et there are times when
war and itsviolence are unavoidable.”

He went on to remind us of “the ultimate struggle in the history of humanity — the struggle which our
Incarnate Savior, [Jesus] undertook to save us from sin and death.”
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He continued, “So let us entrust the immortal souls of our service members to the loving embrace of the
Victor over sin and death, asking that those who gave us their all might reign with Him in Heaven. Let us
ask the Lord, to inscribe their namesindelibly in the Book of Lifein Heaven where they shall never be
forgotten and where their every tear shall be wiped away.”

May we remember and be grateful to those who struggled and sacrificed their lives for our freedom. May
we show our gratitude by using that freedom to testify for Christ in our Cursillo and all other activities.

Peace,

Deacon Dave Clabeaux
Buffalo Cursillo - Spiritual Advisor
716-353-3752

Historian Report:

Buffalo Cursillo History-#38, June 2025
“KairosPrison Ministry” Part |1
The U.S. Kairos Movement that conducts Cursillo-like and 4™ Day programs behind bars began in Florida.

In aletter from Dick Uschold (M #61), on sabbatical in Floridawho had recently attended a Prison Ultreya
after working a Kairos Weekend there wrote: “’ Surely the Presence of the Lord isin thisplace’. (Kairos
theme song). Who would expect to hear this refrain from 200 or more strong voices coming from people
linked arm in arm in amaximum-security prison in Raiford, Florida. Today | felt the presence of the Lord
in just thissituation. There were about 125 male prisoners and (the rest multiple male and female team
members) in the most unusual and moving Ultreyal have ever beento. It was certainly thefirst time | was
ever frisked at one. Thiswas the monthly Ultreya held for prisoners who had been through a Kairos
weekend in Raiford, Florida.”

While back in Buffalo at Christmas time, Dick found agreat deal of interest in getting Kairos off the ground
in WNY and Canada. Even “two Floridians have already offered to come North to serve as part of thefirst
team”. “Back to Jail...January 23, 1982” (P 9)

Jay Diggins (M #15), Buffalo Cursillo Lay Director, announced that an ad hoc committee to study, plan and
implement a Kairos Movement was forming in Western New York. A post office mailing address for
Kairos of Greater Niagara (P.O. Box 101, South Park Ave.,, Buffalo, NY 14220 (no longer open) was
established to accommodate inquiries, responses, palanca and money for upcoming prison weekends.
According to Sr. Noreen McCarrick, OSF, former Spiritual Director for Buffalo Cursillo: “Thereisno
white envelope talk in a prison.” She was soliciting $3000 for various needs for the weekend. “Buffalo
Cursillo Newsletter”, April, 1982 (P 10)

There was a huge response from both Cursillistas and Koinonians to be on the team. By October 1982, the
team was formed for Kairos#1. Dick Uschold (M #16) and Cecil Hall (K #17) would lead the 1% Kairos at
Albion Orleans Correctional Facility, November 18 through 21, 1982.

They expected 35-40 male prisonersto attend. Persona Palanca could be addressed to “My Brother in
Christ”. Lettersfrom children (first name only) were especially requested. Contributions of cookies, fruit,
gum and hard candy were also needed. Food was being coordinated by Margaret Wagner (W #76) and
Koinonian Fay Holt with assistance from women on the team and various Ultreyas.
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The Community holy hour wasto be held at St. Joseph’s Church, Albion, on Saturday evening followed by
aserenade at 8:40 P.M. outside the prison. People could carpool from St. Joseph’s or meet right at the
prison. No previous clearance was required.

In 1985, Dr. Richard (Dick) Uschold, amath professor at Canisius College, was interviewed by Maria
Scrivani, former Buffalo News reporter, for the “Canisius Chronicle”. He remarked about hisinvolvement
in the Kairos Prison Ministry: “It is interesting to see someone come in on Thursday night with an ‘1 dare
you to learn me’ attitude and see the same person literaly glowing on Sunday night. Only God’slove can
dothat.” Besides|eading weekend programs at Albion and Collins Correctional Facilities, Uschold
founded the WNY Chapter of Kairos International Prison Ministry, was district chairman for the Kairos of
Greater Niagara and served on the organization’ s national board. He started a newsletter, “Kairos Times'.
Dae Anderson, “The Buffalo News’, Sunday, July 24, 2022.

Since 1982, there have been numerous Kairos Weekend' s in both Men's and Women'’s prisonsin Western
New Y ork up to the present time.

Addendum: The other Cursillistas on Kairos#1 were: Fr. Pat Keleher, Fr. Bob VVogt, Fr. Bill Zenns,
Deacon Bill Houck, Matt Ludes, Angelo Deluca, Joe Drews, Fred Backlass, Jerry Frisicaro, Dick Brown,
Chuck Hassett, Joe Battaglia, Harvey Gress, Roy Tripi, Lou Militello, Sam Puliafito, George Riordan, John
Palesh, Ron Schwert, Paul Mangan, Rick Arsenault, Julie Tatar, Dottie Tatar, Terry Riordan, Mimi Houck
and Donna Kropidlowski, Buffalo Cursillo Newd etter, November, 1982 (P 3).

Carol Stier (Buffalo Women's #7)
Buffalo Cursillo Historian
(716) 692-1606
Carol islooking for “Buffalo Cursillo Newdetters’ from 1983-1989.

Pre-Cursillo Report:

Hi all. The upcoming weekends in October and November seem far away but will be here before you know
it. Pre-Cursillo is actively working on making friends and bringing those friends to Christ. We had much
interest at the Catholic women’s and men’s conferences this year. To continue the excitement and
momentum there will be an ice cream social on June 17th for women. Christine Thomann will host it at her
beautiful home at 4290 Fireside Dr Clarence. It will begin at 6:30. Please bring as many candidates as you
would like or come to see how these fun, casual and successful events are done.

God Bless and De Colores,

Sherry Misso
Pre-Cursillo

Cursillo Section:

We have been in contact with the Team Selectors as they begin the process of putting together Teams for
both the Men's and Women's fall weekends. A common thread for both groups of Team Selectorsis their
reliance on prayer and the guidance of the Holy Spirit to direct them on who to invite to be part of the
Team.

As we continue to move through the season of Easter to Pentecost, let us pray the following prayer that we
might be open to the workings of the Holy Spirit to say Y ES to working a weekend or perhaps serving on
the Palanca Team. Allow the Holy Spirit to dwell within you; challenging you to become more obedient to
the will of God.
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Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of us your faithful, and kindlein us the fire of your love. Send forth your
spirit and we shall be created. And you shall renew the face of the Earth. Let Us Pray. O, God, who by the
light of the Holy Spirit instructs the hearts of the faithful, grant that by that same Holy Spirit we may be
truly wise and ever rejoice in his consolations, Through Christ our Lord, Amen.

In Christ

Diane Putt — 716-380-0187
Denise Daniels — 716-823-5453
Cursillo Section, Co-coordinators

Post-Cur sillo:

As noted in the upcoming Cursillo Dates Page, we have aladies meet and greet ice cream socia scheduled
for thismonth. Asfor the men’s side of things we have plans for scheduling onein August and another in
September. Dates and locations will be provided in next month’s newsletter.

The Secretariat is also targeting Friday September 5™ as the date to celebrate the 60th anniversary of
Cursillo coming to Buffalo. More detailsto follow.

Y our Post Cursillo Coordinators,

Pat Mahaney - 716 481-3715 pmahaney2@gmail.com
Greg Wiltrout - 716 870-7986 gwiltrout74@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mike Cuccinotta
mcucinotta@roadrunner.com

Secretary:

Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire. (St. Catherine of Sienna)
Karen Trimper #207

Secretary

716.867.8962
karentrimp@gmail.com
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School of L eaders:

Come Holy Spirit! Open our hearts and minds to a greater appreciation and acceptance of the many gifts
that come to us from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

We have onefinal session aswe close out our listening to this wonderful “Symphony of Prayer”. We've
been climbing towards the peak and on June 14" we will reach the summit as Deacon Dave Clabeaux helps
us to gain agreater appreciation of the ultimate prayer we call the The Mass. Where we celebrate and
participate in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.

If you are like me, since my Cursillo weekend back in the Fall of 2017, my experience of the Mass has
completely changed for the better. Yet, | still struggleat timesto grasp al that is happening. Aswe grow
in knowledge of what is happening in the Mass, our experience on Sunday or at Daily Mass takes flight and
soars with the Angels.

Comejoin us on June 14" &t 10:00am. We continue to meet at Church of the Annunciation, 7580 Clinton
St, EImaNY. (School Building, Door A) There will be Coffee, water and snacks as always. Seeyou
therel!

Marty Ruhland (#216)
School of Leaders Facilitator
(716) 481-0662
rdservices@roadrunner.com
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Prayer Request:

Entered into their 5" Day:

Sr. Therese Kinsey, Women's#7. May 1, 2025

If you know of aCursillistawho has died, please call Carol Stier at (716) 692-1606 so she can add the

person to this column.

Notify Marty Ruhland (716-481-0662), rdservices@roadrunner.com ) for any names to add or remove from

the prayer list.
Eugene Kanski (Barb Wiers Pam Hornung Tim Hiedle
Brother)
Carol Tank (Barb Wiers Sister- | Jean Claire Buchbinder Kathy O'Keefe
InLaw)
Mike Kibler ChelseaEllis Denise Bressette
Dcn Dennis Kapsiak Laura and Angelo Ciavarello Diane Cougline
Bill Gross Marie Gannon Gar Banas
Lois Weber Mike Ryan Marcia Moretti
L orrie Rakoczynski Timothy McCann Cheryl Besant
Dcn Gary Terrana Joan Roberts Bobby L ovenetti
Arthur Ruhland Mary Flannagan Linda Orszulak
Bob Yager Dcn Joe Barr Elie Wieleba
Cole Koons Patrick Johnson Mary Mercurio
Cathy Derrick Fr. Joe Badding Cathy Agugliaro
Jim Youngers

page 7 of 11




Buffalo Cursillo Ultreya Schedule

Date Time L ocation Contacts
Ultreya
Lynn Lomanto
Bethany 6/2%5/ 8%5 7:00 Zoom y
Cheektowaga & 6/26/25 I:;M Contact Lynn to be added to 585-409-4123
surrounding area 49 Thur sday the emall list
c toth Jack & Christine Thomann
0”{‘/3 el(l) €| 6i24;25 | 7:00 Member House 716-583-2324 (Chris — m)
4" Tuesday | PM Contact Chris for location 716-583-2320 (Jack — m)
Clarence area .
cmtpsalm139@gmail.com
6/25/25
Full of Grace | Lastwednessay | 7-00 Member House Marty Ruhland
Elmaarea January - June PM Contact Marty for location rdservices@roadrunner.com
Sept. — October 716-481-0662 (m)
Pueblode | e2025 | 6:00 | st Michaet’s Church Liz Wascak
az PM | 171N.Main St Warsaw 585-237-5155
Warsaw area
ewascak @yahoo.com
6/10/25 Carolyn McNamara
Rainbow 24 Tuesy . Our Lady of 716-694-5949
Vineyard 7:00 Czestochowa
PM 64 Center Ave Carolyn Ruhland
Northtowns area Sh/ %fga? North Tonawanda 716-912-2890
caruhl 73@verizon.net
55725 St. Andrew’s Permanent Group
Southtowns L 700 Member Housfe Mary Ann DeMaria
Southiownsarea | o | PM Contact May Ann for 716-512-4765
34 Thursdlay mdemaria@roadrunner.com
St. Brandon Jessie Smith
on thelLake 6/9/25 7:00 St. Brandon on the 716-930-9901
Lockport area | 2nd Monday PM L ake Parish jsmithjr2@verizon.net
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Upcoming Cursillo Dates

Cursillo

Reunion Masses

June — open to all LADIES looking to learn

more about Cursillo. Ladies only ice-cream social.
June 17" 6:30 PM at Christine Thomann’s, 4290
Fireside Dr. Clarence.

October - mens cursillo weekend- October
9th - 12th, St. Teresa of Avila

November - women’s weekend —
November 6" —9" St Teresaof Avila

Ju |y 13 - southtowns picnic, 532 Southshore
Blvd.

Lackawanna. Arrive any time after 2:00 PM. Mass

at 3:00 PM. Bring a dish to pass, your choice of
meat Clarence. Grill available.

Men's Weekend #238
October 9-12, 2025

Women's Weekend #239
November 6-9, 2025

10/4 — 4:30 pm Support Mass for the Men's
Team at St. Teresa of Avila, Akron NY

10/8 - Set-up for Weekend @ 5:30 pm,

10/9 - Registration from 7:00 pm — 7:30 pm,
Sponsors & community prayer service at 8 pm.

10/11- Break-in 7:00 pm, arrive by 6:45 pm

10/12 — Las Mananitas — 6 am (Men only)
- 3 pm Closura with community mass

11/1 — 4:30 pm Support Mass for women'’s
weekend at St. Teresa of Avila, Akron, NY

11/5 - Set-up for Weekend 5:30 pm

11/6 — Registration from 7:00 pm — 7:30 pm,
Sponsors & community prayer service at 8 pm.

11/8 — Break-in 7:00 pm, arrive by 6:45 pm

11/9 — Las Mananitas — 6 am (Women only)
- 3 pm Closura with community mass

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDY

School of Leaders (Workshop)

Other Opportunities

Topic: A Symphony of Prayer: The Mass
Speakers: Chuck Stephan, Witness on
Prayer; Deacon Dave Clabeaux, The Mass
Date: Saturday June 14th
Time: 10:00 am — 12 noon(ish)
Location: Church of the Annunciation School
Building (Door A),

7580 Clinton St., EIma
Organizer: Marty Ruhland (716)481-0662

Cursillo de Cursillos (CDC) — July 24-27"
Christ the Shepherd center, Greensburg, PA
For more information visit our website at
www.buffalocursillo.com.
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Palanca PalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalanca Palanca

This month we' re praying, fasting and giving aimsin support of the many Cursillo Weekends listed here. Y ou can
joinin the fun and add your effortsto ours by tuning in to The Palanca Podcast. Each and every Friday at
7:00AM anew episode is added, and you can find it on Apple Podcast, Podbean, Spotify, Amazon, iHeartRadio,
Google, etc. Cut out the following list and paste it to your refrigerator, or use it as a book mark in your Bible!

Terry Johnson
Out Of Town Palanca Coordinator

bflopalanca@gmail.com

Men's Cursillo (English)

Fort Worth, Texas

Women's 270 (English) Green Bay, WI

Women's 328 (English) Manchester, NH

Men's 223 (English) New York, NY

Women's 185 (English) Newark, NJ

Women's 211 (Spanish) Rockville, NY

Men's 292 (Spanish) San Juan, Argentina

Women's 389 (Spanish) Grand Rapids, M|

Men's 1377 (Spanish/English) Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico
Women's 4 (Spanish) Maracay, Venezuela

Men's 72 (Italian)

Assisi-Nocera-Gualdo, Italy

Men's 725 (Filipino)

Orange, CA

Women's 974 (English)

Phoenix, Arizona

Men's 118 (English)

Esztergom-Budapest, Hungary

Men's 20 (Spanish)

Lafayette, IN

Cursillo De Cursillos (English)

Los Angeles, CA

Women's 226 (English)

New York , NY

Men's 80 (Hungarian)

Zaaegerszeg, Hungary

Women's 1237 (Spanish)

Caguas, Puerto Rico

Men's 726 (English/Vietnamese)

Orange County, CA

Men's 91 (English)

Worcester, MA

Men's 95 (English)

Cape Breton, NS, Canada

Women's 384 (Spanish ) Bronx, NY

Men's 16 (Spanish) Knoxville, TN
Women's 179 (Spanish) Hartford, CT

Women's 20 (Spanish) Lafayette, IN

Men's 88 (Portuguese) Santa Maria, RS, Brazil

Men's 76 (English)

Miramichi, Nb, Canada

Women's 25 (English)

Washington DC

Men's 84 (English)

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

Women's 727 (English/Vietnamese)

Orange County, CA

Men's 248 (Spanish/English)

San Diego, CA

Women's 15 (Korean)

Houston, Texas

Men's 1071 (Spanish )

Los Angeles, CA

Women's 88 (Portuguese)

SantaMaria, RS, Brazil
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Women's 109 (Spanish) Bridgeport, CT
Woman's 76 (English) Miramichi, Nb, Canada
Men's 131 (Spanish) Oklahoma City, OK
Women's Cursillo (English) Richmond, VA
Women's 133 (Hungarian) Zaaegerszeg, Hungary
Men's 97 (English ) Rochester, NY
Women's 111 (Spanish) Cleveland, Ohio

Men's 975 (English) Phoenix, Arizona
Women's 1072 (Spanish) Los Angedes, CA
Women's 264 (Spanish) Sacramento, CA
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