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September 2025 Newsletter 

 
Our website has a new look!  Check it out at  https://www.buffalocursillo.com/  You will find dates and 
information on Ultreya, Weekends, Reunion mass schedule, Newsletters, Applications, and much more. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Women’s Meet & Greet September 11, 7PM “Wine & Chocolate” at Mary Kat Schaub’s home, 493 
Four Rod Rd., Alden NY 14004 

 
Men’s Meet & Greet September 15, 6:30PM 12118 Anne Dr., Alden, NY 14004 
 
Men’s #238 Support Mass October 4, 4:00PM, St. Teresa of Avila, Akron, NY 
 
Men’s Weekend #238 October 9-12, St. Teresa of Avila, Akron, NY  
 
Women’s #239 Support Mass November 1, 4:00 PM, St. Vincent de Paul, Elma, NY 
 
Women’s Weekend #239 November 6-9, St.  Teresa of Avila, Akron, NY 
 
**********             Please see Pg 9 of the newsletter for a complete list of events             *********** 
 
Lay Coordinator Report: 
 
I hope that everyone who attended the 60th Anniversary Celebration at Our Lady of Peace had an 
inspiring and enjoyable evening.  It was a very special Mass and Dinner for a very special 
occasion.  I cannot thank enough all who worked so hard to make it the success it was and to all 
those who attended and took the time to commemorate this important milestone, 60 years and 
over 6,000 cursillistas!  We have an amazing community; men and women committed to 
spreading the message of Christ through living joyously always looking for the next friend to bring 
to Christ. 

Speaking of bringing friends to Christ, remember that we have our upcoming Men’s and Women’s 
weekends.  Our Men’s weekend is October 9th to 12th with set up on Wednesday October 8th and 
the Women’s is November 6th to 9th with set up on Wednesday the 5th.  Weekend teams are hard 
at work preparing and getting ready, all we need are candidates.  We have all been given a 
wonderful gift and the best way to appreciate that gift and to show our gratitude not only to our 
sponsors and teams but to Christ himself is to share that gift with everybody!  It is up to each one 
of us, you and me, to fill the roster with new babe chicks! 
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So thank you once again to all and let’s make those friends, be those friends, and bring our 
friends; brothers and sisters, fathers and mothers, cousins, pickle ball players, golf partners, the 
person in the pew next to you, those at work, and those that may be struggling with their faith or 
even fallen away, to our Lord and Savior, Jesus. 

De Colores 

Chuck Stephan 
Lay Coordinator 
716 817-3969 
cstephan@twc.com 
 
Spiritual Advisor Report: 
 
What a great time it was last week as we celebrated together 60 years of Cursillo in Western New 
York!  Thank you to all of the Cursillista’s who planned and executed such a fitting tribute to this 
powerful movement, the Holy Spirit, and the lives touched!!! 

A number of years ago I went to the Home Depot store to order some windows.  The man in the 
department, Eric, appeared in his fifties and knew all about windows!  He knew exactly which 
parts I needed.  He carefully wrote up the order. Now, all of this should be rather ordinary, but if 
you have ever taken on a home project, it doesn't usually go this way!  So often the parts you 
need are not in stock, the clerk at the store, often not so kind and helpful, orders the wrong parts 
and you are delayed weeks.   

So, I appreciated Eric.  He stood out.  But there was something more about him.  Something 
different.  It seemed as if I had known Eric all my life.  As we talked the conversation had moved 
inexplicably to Jesus.  About how the world needed God.  THIS is why Eric stood out as someone 
special. He was a man of faith.  He knew Jesus, so he was different in a very good way!  

But there was something else, something familiar about him.  Something very good.  Before we 
completed the window order, I learned that Eric was from Fourteen Holy Helpers parish.  My 
mother taught in the school there for 30 years. Yes, it turned out she taught Eric!  I knew in my 
heart that the familiarity I felt was some of my mom showing through in him.  That she had 
become part of him as she taught with so much love. 

As Cursillista’s it is always our hope that our love, the love of Jesus Christ, is seen by others and 
that they become what they see.  May we continue to live in the glow of Christ’s Love throughout 
this 60th year of Cursillo in Western New York, always bringing the Love that transforms! 

Peace, 

Deacon Dave Clabeaux 
Buffalo Cursillo - Spiritual Advisor 
716-353-3752 
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Historian Report: 
                                            Historian’s Report #39- September 2025  

                                                       “Buffalo Cursillo Lay Directors”                                                 

As the Buffalo Cursillo reaches its 60th anniversary in September, it is only fitting to honor those 
whose leadership has guided the Movement.  Beginning in 1965, twenty-two men and women 
have served as Lay Directors, responsible for the organization and methodology of the Movement 
– with Don Appenheimer and Carl Stack stepping up a second time. 

According to the Leaders’ Manual, “the President or Lay Director, in consultation with the Spiritual 
Advisor, will convoke, preside at, direct and prepare agendas for all the meetings of the 
Secretariat.”  He/she will do everything possible to promote the spirit of unity, not only among the 
members of the Secretariat, but in Leaders’ School and throughout the whole diocesan Cursillo 
Movement.  He/she will see to it that all fellow members of the Secretariat fulfill their assigned 
duties.  He/she will present an annual report and interim reports if necessary to the bishop in the 
name of the Secretariat, and to the National Office. 

Lay Directors are generally from the Leaders’ School and have worked in the Pre-Cursillo, 
Cursillo, Post Cursillo or on the Secretariat.  In Leaders’ School, they have already demonstrated 
their service to the Movement by their leadership, competence, dependability, humility, wisdom 
and sanctity.   They are generally Assistant Lay Director on the Secretariat before assuming the 
top positions.  The Lay Director is chosen by a single majority vote of the members of the 
Secretariat.  Leaders’ Manual, 1988 (P. 41, 42, 45) 

From September, 1965 to September, 1984, the terms for the Buffalo Cursillo Lay Director was 
generally two years, with the exception of the tenures of Lou Pauly and Bill Rae. 

       These extraordinary leaders are as follows: 

Lou Pauly (Erie Men’s?)  1965-1968 
Dick O’Donnell (Buffalo Men’s #5) 1968-1970 
Bill Rae (Men’s #12) 1970-1974 
Ralph Roll (Men’s #11) 1974-1976 
Jim Walsh (Men’s #27) 1976-1978 
Joe Maggio (Men’s #15) 1978-1980 
Jay Diggins (Men’s #15) 1980-1982 
Clarence Acker (Men’s # 55) 1982-1984 
Francis X. (Fran) Cronin (Men’s #53) Aug 1984 – Dec 1986 
Norm Utech (Men’s #107) 1987-1988 
Carl Stack (Men’s # 63) 1989-1991 
Bill Heller (Men’s #92) 1992-1994 
Joanne Privitera (Women’s #128) 1994-1996 
Carol Palesh  (Women’s #10) 1996 -1998 
Don Appenheimer (Men’s #85) 1998-2000 
Denise Peplowski (Women’s #144) 2000-2002 
Carl Stack (Men’s # 63) 2002-2004 
Cyndy Rebisz (Women’s #134) 2004-2006 
Paul Grande (Men’s #127) 2007-2008 
Don Appenheimer (Men’s #85) 2009-2013 
Dennis Conklin (Men’s # 55) 2013-2017 
Jerry Casillo (Men’s #191) 2017-2021 
Terry Johnson (Men’s #191)  2021-2024 
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Chuck Stephan (Men’s #206) 2025  
 
The Cursillo Community is extremely grateful for their leadership and dedication to the Movement. 

Carol Stier (Buffalo Women’s #7) 

Buffalo Cursillo Historian 

(716) 692-1606 

    Carol is looking for “Buffalo Cursillo Newsletters”  from 1983-1989.   
 
Pre-Cursillo Report: 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
The fall weekends are fast approaching. We still have room for more men to meet Jesus at the upcoming 
weekend (oct. 9th-12th) 
 
A great opportunity is to bring a friend to an info night. Bill Andrews will be hosting a BBQ and info 
night at his home Sept. 15th at 6:30pm. at 112118 Anne Dr. Alden 14004. 
 
There also is room for more woman candidates for the Nov 6th -9th weekend. 
An info night for the ladies will be hosted this Thursday Sept.11th at the home of Mary Kay Schaub 493 
Four Rod Rd. Alden 14004 7pm. Yummy goodies and wine will be served. 
 
Lets focus on blessing others with this upcoming Cursillo weekends. Ask The Holy Spirit to guide you. 
 
God Bless and De Colores,  
Sherry Misso 
Pre-Cursillo 

Cursillo Section: 

The Men of Weekend #238 are in the home stretch with about a month before the weekend begins. As a 
reminder, the weekend starts on Thursday, October 9. Show your love and support to the men on Saturday, 
October 4 at the 4:30 Mass at St. Teresa's in Akron. See the Event's page for time of activities for the 
weekend (s).  
 
The women are also gearing up for the Women's weekend to be held November 6 - 9. Everyone is excited 
to be a part of the Teams as they use their God given gifts and talents to help others deepen their 
relationship with Jesus. 
 
Please continued to keep both Teams in your prayers and Palanca as YOUR prayers do make a difference. 
If possible, help out your Ultreya on the weekend with meal preparations. 
 
The Men of Weekend #238 are in the home stretch with about a month before the weekend begins. As a 
reminder, the weekend starts on Thursday, October 9. Show your love and support to the men on Saturday, 
October 4 at the 4:30 Mass at St. Teresa's in Akron. See the Event's page for time of activities for the 
weekend (s).  
 
The women are also gearing up for the Women's weekend to be held November 6 - 9. Everyone is excited 
to be a part of the Teams as they use their God given gifts and talents to help others deepen their 
relationship with Jesus. 
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Please continued to keep both Teams in your prayers and Palanca as YOUR prayers do make a difference. 
If possible, help out your Ultreya on the weekend with meal preparations. 
 
In Christ 
Diane Putt – 716-380-0187 
Denise Daniels – 716-823-5453 
Cursillo Section, Co-coordinators 
 
 
Post-Cursillo: 
 
It’s September. You’ve been enjoying a wonderful summer but now it’s time to get back into  

all the activities. No, not football.  

The anniversary Mass and buffet dinner was a wonderful time to see Cursillistas that you may not 
have seen for a while. Hopefully that has stirred up your fervor to ask a new prospect to make a 
Cursillo. We have a men’s and women’s meet and greet planned in September. And keep an eye 
out for the new season of School of Leaders. If SOL is anything like last year’s, I’m sure you will 
find it very useful. Of course, all the events work towards the Men’s #238 Cursillo in October and 
Women’s Cursillo #239 in November.  

DeColores,  

Pat Mahaney 716 481-3715 pmahaney2@gmail.com  

Greg Wiltrout 716 870-7986  gwiltrout74@gmail.com   

 
 
Treasurer 
Mike Cuccinotta 
mcucinotta@roadrunner.com 

� 
 Secretary: 
 
Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire. (St. Catherine of Sienna) 
 
Karen Trimper #207 
Secretary 
716.867.8962 
karentrimp@gmail.com 
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School of Leaders:  
 
If you are anything like me, summer has flown by.  Life has been a blur with church, family and friend 
activities.  Sometimes it can be overwhelming.  With my role in the upcoming Men’s weekend, along with 
numerous other activities, our School of Leaders will begin in October rather than September this year.  
Saturday, October 18th, 10am to noon at the school building of the Church of the Annunciation in Elma. 
 
October is the month of the Rosary or “Our Lady of the Rosary”.  Our discussion at our October School of 
Leaders will focus on Mary and the Rosary.   
 
In addition, at the behest of our Secretariat, there will be a presentation each month starting in October on 
the various secretariat positions.  What is involved in taking on the role of Lay Coordinator, Spiritual 
Advisor, Pre-Cursillo Section Coordinator, Cursillo Section Coordinator, Post Cursillo Section Coordinator, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and School of Leaders facilitator.  Many of us in these positions will reach the end of 
our terms very soon.  Our goal is to educate our community on what is involved in these roles.  We need to 
continue to share the load so that this Cursillo Movement continues to thrive and fulfill its mission of 
“Making friends, being friends and bringing friends to Christ”.    
DeColores! 
 
Marty Ruhland (#216) 
School of Leaders Facilitator 
(716) 481-0662 
rdservices@roadrunner.com 
 
Prayer Request:  
 
Entered into their 5th day:  Sr. Therese Kinsey, Women’s #7, May 1, 2025 
 
If you know of a Cursillista who has died, please call Carol Stier at (716) 692-1606 so she can add the 
person to this column. 
 
Notify Marty Ruhland (716-481-0662), rdservices@roadrunner.com ) for any names to add or remove from 
the prayer list.  
 

Eugene Kanski (Barb Wiers 
Brother) 

Pam Hornung Tim Hiedle 

Carol Tank (Barb Wiers Sister-
In Law) 

Jean Claire Buchbinder Kathy O’Keefe 

Mike Kibler Chelsea Ellis Denise Bressette 

Dcn Dennis Kapsiak Laura and Angelo Ciavarello Diane Cougline 
Bill Gross Marie Gannon Gar Banas 
Lois Weber Mike Ryan Marcia Moretti 
Lorrie Rakoczynski Timothy McCann Cheryl Besant 
Dcn Gary Terrana Joan Roberts Bobby Lovenetti 
Arthur Ruhland Mary Flannagan Linda Orszulak 
Bob Yager Dcn Joe Barr Elie Wieleba 
Cole Koons Patrick Johnson Mary Mercurio 
Cathy Derrick Fr. Joe Badding Cathy Agugliaro 
Jim Youngers   
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Buffalo Cursillo Ultreya Schedule  

  
Ultreya  

Date  Time  Location  Contacts  

Bethany  
Cheektowaga & 
surrounding area  

9/11/25 
2nd Thursday 

5/27/25 
4th Tuesday 

7:00  
PM  

Zoom  
Contact Lynn to be added to 

the email list  

 Lynn Lomanto  

585-409-4123  

Come to the  
Well  

Clarence area  

9/23/25  
4th Tuesday  

7:00  
PM  

Member House  
Contact Chris for location  

Jack & Christine Thomann  
716-583-2324 (Chris – m)  
716-583-2320 (Jack – m) 
cmtpsalm139@gmail.com  

Full of Grace  
Elma area  

   9/24/25  
Last Wednesday 
January - June  
Sept. – October  

7:00  
PM  

Member House  
Contact Marty for location  

 
Marty Ruhland 

rdservices@roadrunner.com  
716-481-0662 (m)  

Pueblo de 
Paz  

Warsaw area  
9/28/25 

6:00  
PM  

St. Michael’s Church  
171 N. Main St, Warsaw  

 
Liz Wascak  

585-237-5155 
ewascak@yahoo.com  

Rainbow  
Vineyard  

Northtowns area  

9/9/25  
2nd Tuesday  

  
9/23/25  
4th Tuesday  

7:00  
PM  

Our Lady of 
Czestochowa 
64 Center Ave 
North Tonawanda  

Carolyn McNamara  
716-694-5949  

  
Carolyn Ruhland  

716-912-2890 
caruhl73@verizon.net  

Southtowns  
Southtowns area  

9/4/25 
1st Thursday  

  
9/18/25  
3rd Thursday  

7:00  
PM  

Member House  
Contact Maureen McCarthy 

For location 
 

St. Andrew’s Permanent Group  
Mike & Maureen McCarthy 

716-913-7369 
Moeyishere.210@gmail.com  

St. Brandon 
on the Lake  
Lockport area  

 
9/8/25   

2nd Monday  
   

7:00 
PM   

 
St. Brandon on the  

Lake Parish  
  

Jessie Smith  
716-930-9901 

jsmithjr2@verizon.net  
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                  Upcoming Cursillo Dates 
Cursillo                                                 Reunion Masses 
  September 11, 7 pm Women’s Meet & Greet         October 4th – Men’s Cursillo Weekend #238                                                    
 “Wine & Chocolate” at Mary Kay Schaub’s             Team support mass, 4:00 PM, St. Teresa of Avila 
 home, 493 Four Rod Rd., Alden NY 140004             Akron, NY 
September 15, 6:30 PM Men’s Meet & Greet 
12118 Anne Dr., Alden NY 14004                             November 1st – Women’s Cursillo Weekend #239                                           
                                                                                     Support Mass, 4:00pm, St. Teresa of Avila 
  October  – Men’s Cursillo weekend #238                Akron, NY 
  October 9th - 12th, St Teresa of Avila                  
   Akron NY                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                      
   November - Women’s weekend #239                
  November 6th - 9th, St Teresa of Avila                                                                                                                                         
   Akron NY                                                                                
                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Men’s Weekend #238  
October 9-12, 2025 

Women's Weekend #239 
November  6-9, 2025 

10/4 – 4:30 pm Support Mass for the Men's Team at 
St. Teresa of Avila, Akron NY  
 
10/8 - Set-up for Weekend @ 5:30 pm, 
 
10/9 - Registration from 7:00 pm – 7:30 pm, 
    Sponsors & community prayer service at 8 pm. 
 
10/11– Break-in, arrive by 6:45 pm 
 
10/12 – Las Mananitas – 6 am (Men only) 
    - 3 pm Closura with community mass 
 
 
 

11/1 -  Support Mass for Women’s weekend at St. 
Vincent de Paul, Elma, NY  
11/5 - Set-up for Weekend @ 5:30 pm 
 
11/8 – Break-in, arrive by 6:45 pm 
 
11/9 – Las Mananitas – 6 am (Women only) 
    - 3 pm Closura with community mass 
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PalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalanca 

This month we’re praying, fasting and giving alms in support of the many Cursillo Weekends listed here.  You can 

join in the fun and add your efforts to ours by tuning in to The Palanca Podcast.  Each and every Friday at 

7:00AM a new episode is added, and you can find it on Apple Podcast, Podbean, Spotify, Amazon, iHeartRadio, 
Google, etc.  Cut out the following list and paste it to your refrigerator, or use it as a book mark in your Bible! 

Terry Johnson 
Out Of Town Palanca Coordinator 

bflopalanca@gmail.com 
 

Men's Cursillo (English) Fort Worth, Texas 

Women's 270 (English) Green Bay, WI 
Women's 328 (English) Manchester, NH 

Men's 223 (English) New York, NY 

Women's 185 (English) Newark, NJ 
Women's 211 (Spanish) Rockville, NY 

Men's 292 (Spanish) San Juan, Argentina 
Women's 389 (Spanish) Grand Rapids, MI 

Men’s 1377 (Spanish/English ) Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico 

Women's 4 (Spanish) Maracay, Venezuela 
Men's 72 (Italian) Assisi-Nocera-Gualdo, Italy 

Men's 725 (Filipino) Orange, CA 
Women's 974 (English) Phoenix, Arizona 

Men's 118 (English) Esztergom–Budapest, Hungary 
Men's 20 (Spanish) Lafayette, IN 

Cursillo De Cursillos (English) Los Angeles, CA 

Women's 226 (English) New York , NY 
Men's 80 (Hungarian) Zalaegerszeg, Hungary 

Women's 1237 (Spanish) Caguas, Puerto Rico 
Men's 726 (English/Vietnamese) Orange County, CA 

Men's 91 (English) Worcester, MA 

Men's 95 (English) Cape Breton, NS, Canada 
Women's 384 (Spanish ) Bronx, NY 

Men's 16 (Spanish) Knoxville, TN 
Women's 179 (Spanish) Hartford, CT 

Women's 20 (Spanish) Lafayette, IN 
Men's 88 (Portuguese) Santa Maria, RS, Brazil 

Men's 76 (English) Miramichi, Nb, Canada 

Women's 25 (English) Washington DC 
Men's 84 (English) Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 

Women's 727 (English/Vietnamese) Orange County, CA 
Men's 248 (Spanish/English) San Diego, CA 

Women's 15 (Korean) Houston, Texas 

Men's 1071 (Spanish ) Los Angeles, CA 
Women's 88 (Portuguese) Santa Maria, RS, Brazil 
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Women's 109 (Spanish) Bridgeport, CT 
Woman's 76 (English) Miramichi, Nb, Canada 

Men's 131 (Spanish) Oklahoma City, OK 

Women's Cursillo (English) Richmond, VA 
Women's 133 (Hungarian) Zalaegerszeg, Hungary 

Men's 97 (English ) Rochester, NY 
Women's 111 (Spanish) Cleveland, Ohio 

Men's 975 (English) Phoenix, Arizona 

Women's 1072 (Spanish) Los Angeles, CA 
Women's 264 (Spanish) Sacramento, CA 

 

 


