Buffalo Cursllo
April 2025 Newsdetter

Our website has anew look! Check it out at https.//www.buffalocursillo.com/ Y ou will find dates and
information on Ultreya, Weekends, Reunion mass schedule, Newsletters, Applications, and much more.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

4th Day Dinner April 5, 2025, St Teresa of Avila, Akron. Mass at 4:00PM, set up at 5:00,
doors open for dinner at 5:30, dinner at 6:00. Bring a dish to share and
your own place setting.

Virtual Ultreya: Bethany Ultreya meets virtually on Zoom the 2" and 4™ Thursday each
month. Thisisideal for those who cannot get out and those who have
moved out of town. Contact Lynn Lomanto for the meeting information;
[omantolynn@gmail.com

ok ek ke ok Please see Pg 9 of the newdletter for a completelist of events Rk ko ko

Lay Coordinator Report:

Cursillo—60 Y ears of Friends bringing friends to Christ.

In 1964 Buffalo residents Liz and Lou Pauly lived their Cursillo weekends in Erie Pa after hearing about
Cursillo from family and friends that they often visited there. They soon found out that there were a
number of Curdllistas aready in the Buffalo area. With the Holy Spirit as their guide, a small group
formed to talk about where the Church was heading in light of changes coming out of Vatican |1 and the
rolethat Cursillo could play. They soon determined that Cursillo should come to Buffalo. Since they lived
their weekends in Erie Pa, they approached the Erie Pa community where they found support and ateam
that was willing to work the first weekend in Buffalo in August of 1965.

Buffalo Men's Weekend #1 was held at St. Mary’s Parish at Broadway and Pine in the City (closed in
1981) with 45 Candidates (can you imagine a group that size!) coming from both Buffalo and Rochester.

Just like our most recent weekend, Women's #237, Cursillo changed the lives and environments of those
Men from Weekend #1. And just asthe Women of #237 aong with all of us, they took the inscription on
the back of our Cursillo Cross of Christ is Counting on You serioudy and from that August 1965 beginning,
6,197 candidates have lived a Cursillo weekend over the past 60 years. Without a doubt something to be
inspired by, be proud of, and certainly to celebrate. Which iswhy at the last Secretariat Meeting we
decided that a 60™ Anniversary should be celebrated. A tentative date of the 2" Saturday of September, the
13", was proposed.

All we have at the moment is a proposed (not finalized) date. Greg Wiltrout and Pat Mahaney, our 4th Day
Coordinators, will be spearheading planning and preparing the celebration. Help is aways needed for
something as important as marking 60 years of making friends, being friends, and bringing our friends to
Christ. Interested? Contact Pat or Greg and offer to help make the 60™ celebration memorable and joyful.

page 1 of 11




As aways, thanksto al who made Women’ s #237 the success it was. Weekends do not happen without
your help and dedication. Thank you. Like Greg and Pat working on the 60" Anniversary, Diane Putt and
Denise Daniels of the Cursillo Section are aways looking for help for Diane Reese with the Palanca Team
or to be on the Team for aweekend.

Remember Christ is Counting on Y ou to Make a Difference by making afriend, being afriend and bringing
that friend to Christ.

De Colores

Chuck Stephan
Lay Coordinator
cstephan@twc.com
(716) 817-3969

Spiritual Advisor Report:

| recently heard an old funny story that goes like this: A man was unable to find a parking space. He folded
his hands and prayed. "Oh God, | really need a parking space so | can get to the concert. If you giveme a
parking space, I'll give up drinking and go to church every Sunday.” The next moment, the clouds part, and
aray of light shone down from the sky, illuminating the perfect parking spot. The man parked his car
safely in the space and muttered, "Don't worry, God. | found one mysdlf."

That's funny, but do you suppose there are some things you prayed for that were resolved perfectly but you
didn’t recognize God's hand in the solution?

e Your friend breaks their arm just at the start of summer. You pray for them. X-raysidentify a
tumor, and because of the early diagnosis, their cancer can be cured.

e Your grown-up child has fallen away from their faithin God. You pray. Could it be that you are
unaware that at this very moment they are being held in God's warm embrace, the lost sheep that
God has aready found, in ways you cannot yet see?

e Theyoung adult with leukemia. You pray. A benefitisheld for them. You visit them. And God's
healing touch is delivered to them by the love and care of family, friends, doctors, and staff. Total
remission for more than 5 years.

As Cursillista, we see miracles happening al around us, all thetime. “Ask and you shall receive.” “Knock
and the door will be opened to you.”

Peace,

Deacon Dave Clabeaux
Buffalo Cursillo - Spiritual Advisor
716-353-3752
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Historian Report:

Buffalo Cursillo History-#36, April 2025
“Fourth National Cursillo Encounter” Part 11

Over 900 diocesan Cursllo leaders from around the country and representatives of the
English, Korean, Canadian, Irish and Austraian Cursillo Movements as well as
representatives of the National Episcopal Cursillo Committee attended by the IV Nationa
Encounter at Niagara University, July 9-12, 1980.

On Wednesday evening, Bishop Joseph Green, Episcopal Advisor for the U.S. Cursillo Movement, and
former Bishop of Reno-Las Vegas, kicked off the general Encounter by welcoming the participants with his
opening remarks. Bishop Green spoke of the American Movement’s maturity over the last 25 years as “no
longer a shrub, but now atree’.

Gerry Hughes and the staff of the National Office assembled an appealing program of keynote speakers as
well asworkshop presenters for the tri-annual Encounter.

On the same Wednesday evening, Fr. David Knight of Memphis, Tenn., author of His Mary, spoke on
“Spirituality of the Laity”.

Thursday was afull day with three major presentations: “Spiritual Formation for Evangelizers’ by Janet
Somerville of Toronto; (based on Isaiah 42 and Matthew 25 ); “Evangelization and the Family” by
Archbishop Robert Sanchez of Santa Fe-stressing that the Cornerstone of the Family must be Christ; and
“Social Dimensions of the Gospel” by Sr. Frances Tobin, R.S.C.J. of the Team for Justice in Detroit, urging
her listeners “to choose one area of social justice, and study it and work for it”.

In the afternoon, more than 20 workshopsin English and Spanish were given by experienced Cursillo
leaders from across the country. These included such diverse topics as* Y outh and Cursillo”, “ Group
Reunion” and “Cursillo and Prison Ministry”.

On Friday A.M., Joe Gurtis of Orlando, Fl. Spoke on *Preserving in Living the Christian Life’. Gurtis
emphasi zed the importance of Ultreya and Group Reunion as “places of rest” for Cursillistas before going
back in the arena of Apostolic Action for God’ s Kingdom.

The next presenter, Lee Bradley of Kansas City, Kan., opened the Encounter’ s goal-setting session
“Cursillointhe*80’'s". Bradley presented guidelines for specific goal-setting. The remainder of Friday’s
activities had Encounter participants working in small groups and later by region providing ideas and plans
for Cursillo’s continued growth and maturity in Christ for the coming decade. The results of the regional
sessions were read in the plenary session late Friday night. These in turn were refined and compiled
resulting in the Concluding Statement of the IV National Encounter for Diocesan Leaders.” The
forementioned information and quotes are taken from “IV Encounter-the Movement is Maturing”, Jeff
Hendley, Ed. “Ultreya” Magazine, used with permission. September, 1980 (P 8).

The Buffalo Cursillo Liturgy Committee planned an Opening Penitential Rite, morning and evening
prayers, as well as Eucharistic celebrations for each day of the Encounter. Additional singers wereinvited
to join the Liturgy musicians for this occasion. (Historian’s note: Donn Scherer (M #57) One of the
guitarists for the event recently donated the English/Spanish songbook used by Encounter participants.)

The Chapel on the Niagara Campus was opened from 7:30 A.M. to 11 P.M. daily for Buffalo Cursillistas

(aswell as others) to pray or to make aholy hour during thosetimes. “Buffalo Cursillo Newsletter” June-
July, 1980 (P 2)
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Aside from prayer and study Thursday evening featured Fr. Tom Smith of Mc Keesport, PA, atalented
song and dance man, with a stage show entitled “Evangelization through Entertainment”. This event was
followed by atwilight tour of the Falls’. “Buffalo Cursillo Newdletter” June-July, 1980 (P 1)

On Saturday, the Apostolic Delegate to the U.S. Archbishop Jean Jadot was the principal celebrant and
homilist at the closing Liturgy assisted by Bishop Joseph Green and Buffalo Bishop Edward Head.
“Ultreya” Magazine. Sept. 1980 (P 10). JoeMaggio (M #15) on trumpet and Don Motyka (M #26)
(formerly of Buffalo and adelegate from Rockford, 11.) on guitar offered a moving rendition of “A Closer
Walk with Thee” as a Communion Meditation song. “Buffalo Cursillo Newsletter”. Sept. 1980 (P 2)

Hundreds of hours were put into planning and executing thisinspiring event.
Fr. Liam Devine from Sligo, Ireland summed up his experience: “I was impressed by the reality of Christ

alivein the American Church. The warm Christian welcome will never be forgotten.” “Buffalo Cursillo
Newsletter “ Sept. 1980 (P 3)

Carol Stier (Buffalo Women's #7)
Buffalo Cursillo Historian
(716) 692-1606

**Carol islooking for “Buffalo Cursillo Newdetters’ from 1983-1989.* *

Pre-Cursillo Report:

Hello everyone,

L adies weekend #237 was fantastic! We had 11 candidates that were beautifully and powerfully touched by
The Holy Spirit.

The team was amazing. The babe chicks from men’s and women's weekends are already joining small
groups and attending Ultreyas. So exciting!!! Not to mention asking about hel ping with upcoming
weekends and attending the 4™ day dinner.

Remember that follow up with these babe chicksis crucial to keep them excited and to know we will be
there for their journey to make afriend be afriend and bring that friend to Christ.

I'm aready receiving registration forms for the upcoming fall weekends. Pre- Cursillo will have atable set
up at the Woman's Catholic Conference May 3rd. A table was aso set up at the Men’s Conference with
good results.

Also, we will be working on more info nights this summer to promote Cursillo and keep the excitement
going.
God Bless and De Colores,

Sherry Misso
Pre-Cursillo

Cursillo Section:

We just finished (2) great weekends this past February and March. Denise and | are grateful for the help of
those on the Cursillo Section - Team Selectors, Talk Advisors, Kitchen Crew, Building Coordinator,
Sacristan, Supply Coordinator, Liturgist, Secretary and the Out-of-Town Palanca Team Coordinator. In
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addition to these wonderful individuas, we have the members of the Secretariat that help coordinate many
of the activities. We can't begin to say how much we appreciate their dedication, commitment and loyalty in
helping to transform a school and gymnasium into Holy Ground. We are thankful for the members of the
Teams that came together to give of themselves, making God present in their words, their smiles and their
touch. We never grow tired of watching how the Holy Spirit and prayer can transform the hearts and minds
of the candidates.

We just met with our Team Selectors and they are already praying for who God may be calling to work the
next set of weekends in October and November.

In addition to attending Ultreya, Reunion Masses and getting in a Permanent Group, your presencesis
aways welcome - help out the Palanca Team, help with set-up and/or tear down of the building, attend
School of Leaders and help your Ultreya prepare their meal.

And don't forget to join " The Paanca Podcast" by bflopalanca on Friday nights @ 7 to pray for the
weekends across the United States and the world. 1t can be found on most of your podcast platforms.

DeColores,

Denise Daniels - (716) 823-5453
Diane Putt - (716) 380-0187

Post-Cursillo:

Aswe embark into Spring, let’s not lose the enthusiasm generated by our most recent men’s (236) and
women's (237) Cursillos. We're looking forward to seeing everone at the April 5th Fourth day dinner. Our
next Cursillo is scheduled for October, so what’s on tap until then. Besides the regular Ultreyas (schedules
included) and our grouping routines, we are in the process of pinning down firm dates for reunion Masses.
Full of Graceis planning one tentatively scheduled for Friday May 16th and the Southtowns Ultreyais
targeting a reunion Mass with picnic in mid-July. We hope to set up additional informational/meet and greet
gatherings with each Ultreyas assistance as we think there is too much of a gap between our Spring and Fall
Cursillos. Greg and | met with Chuck Stephan on March 26th to start planning for a September 13th 60th
Anniversary of Buffalo Cursillo celebration Mass and gathering. Many details have yet to be worked out.

Y our Post Cursillo Coordinators,

Pat Mahaney - 716 481-3715 pmahaney2@gmail.com
Greg Wiltrout - 716 870-7986 gwiltrout74@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mike Cuccinotta
mcuci notta@roadrunner.com

Secretary:

| want to thank all of you who have been praying for me and my various and many ailmentsthisyear. | fed
asif | haveliterally been falling apart, so your prayers have lifted me and made it possible to get done what
| need to get done. God Blessyou al, I'm so grateful for Cursillo and the many friends | have made.

Karen Trimper #207

716.867.8962
karentrimp@gmail.com
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School of L eaders:

Lent can be a challenging time for many. There are so many opportunities for spiritual growth and training
coming out of every corner of the diocese. 1t can become quite a burden trying to pick and choose.

Rather than add to this, we will wait until May to hold our next School of Leaders. My plan for finishing
the school year and completing our amazing journey on prayer is:

May 17: Deacon Tom Friedman will present a talk on the Liturgy of the Hours. The where, what, why and
how questions will hopefully be brought to light a ong with some insights into how adding one or more of
these prayers to our daily time with God might be useful to our lay community.

June TBD: Asasort of climax to our journey, Deacon Dave Clabeaux will present atalk on the highest
form of prayer in our Catholic faith. The Mass!

On another note. God has been whispering to my heart lately that perhapsit is timeto step aside from
running our School of Leaders. My term expiresin December, and | have been in place far longer than our
usual 2-to-3-year terms. | suspect that he has other things for me to get started on.

A community thrives when leadership is a shared responsibility and when that responsibility is embraced by
the community. In order not to stagnate or become sedentary, new energy must be injected into groups like
ours. | know there are some among us who would bring just such an injection. | hope that thosethat I'm
referring to will pray about it and come speak to me. If needs be, I'll work alongside that person for as long
asit takes so that our School of Leaders will continue to be a source of learning and training in Cursillo and
in our spiritual growth as Catholic Christians.

Marty Ruhland (#216)
School of Leaders Facilitator
(716) 481-0662
rdservices@roadrunner.com
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Prayer Request:

Entered into their 5" Day:

If you know of aCursillistawho has died, please call Carol Stier at (716) 692-1606 so she can add the

person to this column.

Notify Marty Ruhland (716-481-0662), rdservices@roadrunner.com ) for any names to add or remove from

the prayer list.
Eugene Kanski (Barb Wiers Pam Hornung Tim Hiedle
Brother)
Carol Tank (Barb Wiers Sister- | Jean Claire Buchbinder Kathy O'Keefe
InLaw)
Dcn Dennis Kapsiak Chelsea Ellis Denise Bressette

Bill Gross Laura and Angelo Ciavarello Diane Cougline
Lois Weber Marie Gannon Gar Banas

L orrie Rakoczynski Mike Ryan Marcia Moretti
Dcn Gary Terrana Timothy McCann Cheryl Besant
Arthur Ruhland Joan Roberts Bobby L ovenetti
Bob Yager Mary Flannagan Linda Orszulak
Cole Koons Dcn Joe Barr Elie Wieleba
Cathy Derrick Patrick Johnson Mary Mercurio
Jim Youngers Fr. Joe Badding Cathy Agugliaro

page 7 of 11




Buffalo Cursillo Ultreya Schedule

Date Time L ocation Contacts
Ultreya
Bethany . Zoom
Cheektowaga & zﬂ/ﬁg? TDI(\)/IO Contact Lynn to be added to Lynn Lomanto
surrounding area i the email list |lomantolynn@gmail.com
585-409-4123
Cometothe . Jack & Christine Thomann
4/22/25 7:00 Member House :
Well 3'Tuesiy | PM | Contact Chrisfor location 716-583-2324 (Chris — m)
Clarence area 716-583-2320 (Jack —m)
cmtpsalm139@gmail.com
4/30/25 Marty Ruhland
Full of Grace | Last Wednestay | 7:00 Member House rdservices@roadrunner.com
Elmaarea January - June PM Contact Marty for location 716-481-0662 (m)
Sept. — October
Pue;’;g de 4/27125 6:00 St. Michagl’s Church Liz Wascak
Warsaw area PM 171 N. Main St, Warsaw 585-237-5155
ewascak @yahoo.com
4/8/95 Carolyn McNamara
Rainbow 2 Tuesday _ St. Jude theApostle 716-694-5949
. 7:00 Parish 716-867-8962
Vineyard -
PM 800 Niagara Falls Blvd
Northtownsarea | 4/22//25 North Tonawanda
4" Tuesday Carolyn Ruhland
716-912-2890
caruhl 73@verizon.net
4/3/25
Southtowns | ™= 7:00 COMm(;rc?l:Ae; )I/—I :#r?feor St Anl\(jllr:r\;\//’ 2 rlTre]rIranéll\rl/lta;‘rlrtI aGroup
Southtowns area PM :
o 4171125 location 716-512-4765
3 Thursday mdemaria@roadrunner.com
St. Brandon 4/14/25 St. Brandon on the Jessie Smith
onthelLake | 2ndMondy | 7:00 L ake Parish 716-930-9901
L ockport area PM

jsmithjr2@verizon.net
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Upcoming Cursillo Dates

Informational Meetings

Reunion Masses

TBD

April 5th — Welcome to Your 4th Day Dinner:
At St. Teresa of Avila, Akron NY

Mass at 4pm,

Setup at 5pm,

doors open at 5:30pm

Dinner at 6 pm
Bring your own place setting
May 16th— Full of Grace Sponsored Reunion
Mass:
At Church of the Annunciation, EIma NY
July TBD- Southtowns picnic, more information
to come.

Women’'s Weekend #239
November 13-16, 2025

Men's Weekend #238
October 9-12, 2025

11/8 Support Mass for Men’s weekend
11/12 - Set-up for Weekend @ 5:30 pm

11/15 — Break-in, arrive by between 7:00pm
and 7:15pm

10/16 — Las Mananitas — Arrive between
5:30am and 5:45am (Men only) - 3 pm Closura
with community mass

10/4 Support Mass for Men’s weekend
10/8 - Set-up for Weekend @ 5:30 pm

10/11 — Break-in, arrive by between 7:00pm and
7:15pm

10/12 — Las Mananitas — Arrive between 5:30am
and 5:45am (Men only) - 3 pm Closura with
community mass

OPPORTUNITI

ES FOR STUDY

School of Leaders (Workshop)

Other Opportunities

Topic: A Journey through Prayer. This

month a Study on The Liturgy of the Hours

and how it might impact our prayer life

Speaker: Dcn Tom Friedman

Date: Saturday, May 17th

Time: 10:00 am — 12 noon

Location: Church of the Annunciation school,
7580 Clinton St., EIma

Organizer: Marty Ruhland (716)481-0662

2025 Catholic Women of Buffalo Conference,
May 3rd. at St. Gregory the Great Church.
https://www.catholicwomenofbuffalo.org/

Father Baker on Tap, Thursday May 15®
5:30pm — 7:30pm at OLV Basilica, Lackawana
NY for more information contact
missionadvancement@olvcharities.org or call
(716) 515-5555
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Palanca~alanca PalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalancaPalanca

This month we're praying, fasting and giving ams in support of the many Cursillo Weekendslisted here. Y ou can
joininthe fun and add your effortsto ours by tuning into The Palanca Podcast. Each and every Friday at
7:00AM anew episode is added, and you can find it on Apple Podcast, Podbean, Spotify, Amazon, iHeartRadio,
Google, etc. In the past month we' ve had special guests and by God' s grace people are tuning in and praying with us
from California, Texas, Alabama, North Carolinaand of course right here in Buffdo, New Y ork. De Colores!!

Terry Johnson
Out Of Town Paanca Coordinator
bflopalan mail.com
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